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GRNERAL OUTLOOK 

A relatively large acreage of spring-sown crops is in prospect for Lga0 swine 
increase in the total of 17 crops Cincluting | hoy) for which prospective acreages are 
estimaicd, is fron 274.2 million acres in 1949 to 277.9 million acres this season. 
interns of total planted acreage, this increase i2¢6)hore | tuan ea however, by 
the large decline in winter whent seeded Inst fall. Declines in acrenges anemiaree 
for corn and spring wieat, stall for peanuts, dry ‘beans, (rice, Rees anc. tobacco$s 
all these are crops for which acreage allotments will be in effeet)in 19500 ae. 
declines are planne? in flax and dry peas. Eut more than offsetting these declines 
are intended increases in oats, barley, soybeans, sorghuns, hay, sugar beets, sweet— 
potatoes and cowpens. Snoring activities arse normal to novateee over most of the 
country, though checked somewhat bs cold March weather. Soil moisture is satistac— 
TOFy.) Cxcepy in ‘the ahicroed mi Grest Plains. Irrigation water supplies are mostly 
acequese, the chicf exception being in New Mexico, Arizona and Nevada. 


CROPS. 

Pr tidign érops planted or grown in 1950 may total nearly 35° million acres, 
allowing ‘for duplications and a nunerous crops not yet surveyed. This would be 
about LO x AiLiioh acres less than in 1949, also less than in 1945) 190% ai aehe bu. 
would exeeec the total in ony other year since 1937. The peak period was 
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eG 
Ae planted in 1949, with most of the reduction in tho high-yiclding Corn Belt and 
adjacent States, but sone offsetting increases in Llowormyielding jsouthora aoe 
Pontne sn0f2, Dor acre tonnages of the grains which are being increasea are nota 
Lareees for corn, Increnses.of nearly. Ss million acres ef oats )ioves F ee 
acres Ol barley and nenorly @nillion acres of sorghums raise the food eraimeaeeree 
ocreagea above that of 1949, On the basis of 1944-48 average Me sshniacs per acre, 
rospective 1950 feoe 2rain acranze would produce about LLB 1itijon tong, or 
percent sless, than the 1236 PVPs PONS th Lees re ac VCAase 1K indicated at 
about 26 -niliion eeres-sore then in- 1949—and ipa, above aVeTome. 1th 
provides for slightly increagoe, numbers of hagcons uni @ livestock onc for replen- 
ishing low reserves in some arenas, but also absorbs gore of the acrease adjustments 
iii 'otnes erops, In sone arcas, it is expected that tore than usual siioiite ose 
mor be token in Tieu of later cuttings of hay, and that more meatows may be pastures 
after hay necds are satisfied, 
MISCHLLATEOUS - es 
Anonz the oflsceds, a sharp increase of 18 percent for sarbenns is pegrented ih 
by ‘the Drogpective Love raidlion acres crown alone, but flax acreage will decline, by i 
hearly le nillion acres or 22.5 percent, and peanuts by about 359,000 acres, one- B 
sichth below the 1949 level. Tobacco acreage will be only 41,000 acres less than 
ast year, potatoes about 62,000 less, declines of about 3 percent tor eachs ipry 
eons ore under allotnent aie: the acreage will be down 222,000 across, about one— 
cizhth, while the reduction of 66,000 acres in dry peas is nearly one-fourth.) But 
SWIC IOVATO” poreage may be up 10 percent, cowpeas by 1 percent. The planned in- 
crease of 211,000 acres would bring sugar Dect acreage up more then a tourth above 
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